
STATE OF GEORGIA 

 

CITY OF FOREST PARK 

 

 

ORDINANCE NO.  ________________ 

 

 AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, CITY OF FOREST 

PARK, GEORGIA, TITLE 8 PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT, CHAPTER 3 SIGNS, TO 

PROVIDE FOR AN APPEALS PROCESS, TO PERMIT ILLUMINATED SIGNS WITH 

TRANSITIONING DISPLAYS, AND FOR OTHER LAWFUL PURPOSES. 

 WHEREAS, the duly elected governing authority of the City of Forest Park, Georgia is 

the Mayor and Council thereof; and 

 WHEREAS, Chapter 3 of Title 8 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Forest Park, 

Georgia sets forth procedures governing the erection of signs within the City of Forest Park; and 

WHEREAS, Chapter 3 of Title 8 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Forest Park, 

Georgia currently requires any individual or other entity wishing to erect a sign within the City 

of Forest Park to apply for and obtain a permit before said sign may be erected; and 

WHEREAS, Chapter 3 of Title 8 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Forest Park 

does not currently provide for an appeals process by which individuals or other entities can 

appeal a decision denying an application for a sign permit; and  

WHEREAS, Chapter 3 of Title 8 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Forest Park 

currently restricts the erection of illuminated signs with transitioning displays to weather 

informational signs, official warning signs, and regulatory signs; and 

 WHEREAS, it has been determined that it is necessary to amend Chapter 3 of Title 8 of 

the Code of Ordinances of the City of Forest Park, Georgia to provide for an appeals process for 



denials of applications for sign permits, to broaden the categories of signs with transitioning 

illuminated displays that may be erected, and to provide for certain other updates. 

 BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the City of 

Forest Park, Georgia, and by the authority thereof: 

Section 1.   Section 3 of Chapter 3 of Title 8 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 

Forest Park, Georgia is hereby amended by adding a new Paragraph “(7)(a)” which shall be 

inserted immediately following Paragraph 7 and which shall read: 

“(7)(a) Director.  For purposes of this chapter only, this term shall refer to  the Director of 

Planning, Building & Zoning, or his or her appointed designee.” 

 

Section 2.  Every reference in Chapter 3 of Title 8 of the Code of Ordinances of the City 

of Forest Park, Georgia to “building inspector” is hereby deleted and replaced with “Director.” 

Section 3.  Every reference in Chapter 3 of Title 8 of the Code of Ordinances of the City 

of Forest Park, Georgia to “department of public services” or “public services department” is 

hereby deleted and replaced with “Department of Planning, Building & Zoning.” 

Section 4.  That Paragraph (5) of Section 6 of Chapter 3 of Title 8 of the Code of 

Ordinances of the City of Forest Park, Georgia is hereby amended by deleting said Paragraph in 

its entirety and substituting the following in lieu thereof: 

“(5)     Lighting requirements. No sign shall give off light which glares, blinds, or has any 

other such adverse effect on traffic. The light from all illuminated signs shall be 

established in such a way that adjacent properties and roadways are not adversely 

affected and that no direct light is cast upon adjacent properties and roadways. No 

illuminated signs shall be constructed or maintained within seventy-five (75) feet 

of any single-family dwelling. Signs with flashing or animated illumination or 

effect are prohibited. Transitioning illuminated displays shall maintain a static 

image for a minimum period of six seconds before changing to another image. No 

sign shall be erected which simulates an official traffic control or warning sign or 

hides from view any traffic or street sign, signal, or public service sign. Neon 

lights are prohibited, except where expressly permitted under the terms of this or 

any other ordinance enacted by the governing body. Illumination sources shall not 

be exposed to view.”  



 

Section 5.  That Section 13 of Chapter 3 of Title 8 of the Code of Ordinances of the City 

of Forest Park, Georgia is hereby amended by deleting said Section in its entirety and 

substituting the following in lieu thereof: 

“Sec. 8-3-13. Application for Erection Permit. 

No person, firm, or corporation shall erect, construct, enlarge, alter, repair, move, 

improve, or convert any sign in the city, or cause the same to be done, without first obtaining a 

separate permit for such a sign or structure from the Director. Application for erection permits 

shall be made upon blanks provided by the director of the Department of Planning, Building & 

Zoning and shall contain or have attached thereto the following information: 

 

(1) A fee as established from time to time by resolution of the mayor and council as 

 provided for in Section 8-3-16 below; 

 

(2) Name, address, and telephone number of the applicant; 

 

(3) Location of building, structure, or lot to which or upon which the sign or other 

advertising structure is to be attached or erected;  

 

(4) A sketch or drawing of the proposed location of the building, structure, or lot to 

which or upon which the sign or other advertising structure is to be attached or 

erected which also shows the proposed height or installation and the distance and 

position of said sign or advertising structure in relation to nearby buildings and 

structures; 

  

(5)  A sketch or drawing of the proposed sign showing size, dimensions, character  

  height, and other information as required by the city to establish compliance with  

  this chapter;  

 

(6) For all general advertising and on premises advertising larger than fifty (50) 

square feet, three (3) sets of scaled and/or dimensioned construction drawings of 

the plans and specifications that illustrate the method of construction and 

attachment to the building or in the ground;  

 

(7) For all on-premises advertising larger than fifty (50) square feet, or which stands 

at a height in excess of twenty-five (25) feet, a copy of working stresses and 

calculations showing that the structure is designed for deadload and wind pressure 

in any direction in the amount required by this and all other laws and ordinances 

of the city; stress analysis will be certified by a registered professional engineer;  



 

(8) Name of person, firm, corporation, or association erecting structure; 

 

(9) Written consent of the owner of the building, structure or land to which or on 

which the structure is to be erected; 

 

(10) Any electrical or building permit required and issued for said sign; 

 

(11) Insurance policy or bond as required by Section 8-3-10; and  

 

(12) Such other information as the director of the planning, building and zoning 

department shall require to show full compliance with this and all other laws and 

ordinances of the city.  

 

Section 6. That Section 15 of Chapter 3 of Title 8 of the Code of Ordinances of the City 

of Forest Park, Georgia is hereby amended by deleting said Section in its entirety and 

substituting the following in lieu thereof: 

“Sec. 8-3-15. Permit issued if Application in Order. 

(a) Sign permit applications must be delivered to the Department of Planning, Building & 

Zoning.  All permit applications must be stamped by said Department indicating the 

submission date.  Incomplete applications shall be rejected and a new application shall be 

submitted with all of the required information and assigned a new submission date.   

 

(b) It shall be the duty of the Director or his or her appointed representative, upon the filing 

of an application for a permit, to examine such plans and specifications and other data 

and the premises upon which it is proposed to erect the sign or other advertising structure. 

The Director may also consider said application in light of the variance, conditional use, 

or rezoning provisions of the Code of Ordinances.  

 

(c) If the Director determines that the application for a permit and the structure proposed 

therein is in compliance with all of the requirements of this chapter and all other pertinent 

laws and ordinances, then the Director shall accordingly issue the permit within thirty 

(30) days of the submission date of the application.  Upon making a final decision, the 

Director must stamp each application with a decision date.  The Director should notify 

the applicant of the denial of a sign permit application within seven (7) days of the 

decision date.  Notice shall be made in writing and sent to the applicant's address listed 

on the sign permit application. 

 

(1) A permit issued shall be construed to be a license to proceed with the work 

and shall not be construed as authority to violate, cancel, alter, or set aside any 

of the provisions of this Code or Georgia law, nor shall such issuance of a 



permit prevent the director or his/her representative from thereafter requiring a 

correction of errors in plans or in construction or of violations of this Code.  

 

(2) Every permit issued shall become invalid unless the work authorized by such 

permit is commenced within six (6) months after the time the permit is issued; 

provided, that, for cause, one (1) or more extensions of time, for periods not 

exceeding ninety (90) days each, may be allowed at the discretion of the 

Director. 

 

(d) If the Director determines that the application for a permit and the structure proposed 

therein is not in compliance with all of the requirements of this chapter and all other 

pertinent laws and ordinances, then the Director shall accordingly deny the application 

for a permit within thirty (30) days of the submission date of the application.  Upon 

making a final decision, the Director must stamp each application with a decision date.  

The Director should notify the applicant of the denial of a sign permit application within 

seven (7) days of the decision date. Notice shall be made in writing and sent to the 

applicant's address listed on the sign permit application.  

 

(e) Should a decision on the application not be made prior to the expiration of this thirty (30) 

day period, the applicant shall be permitted to erect and maintain the sign under this 

statutory provision unless and until such time as the Director of the Department of 

Planning, Zoning & Building notifies the applicant of a denial of the application and 

states the reason(s) for the denial. No person erecting a sign under this provision shall 

acquire any vested rights to continued maintenance of such signs, and should Director 

subsequently deny the application, the sign must be brought into compliance with this 

article.” 

 

Section 7. That Section 25 of Chapter 3 of Title 8 of the Code of Ordinances of the City 

of Forest Park, Georgia is hereby amended by deleting said Section in its entirety and 

substituting the following in lieu thereof: 

“Sec. 8-3-25. Appeals. 

(a) The denial of a permit under this section may be appealed to the board of zoning appeals 

 under the procedure set forth in Article I of Chapter 8 of Title 8 of the Code of 

 Ordinances of the City of Forest Park, Georgia subject to the following time limits:  

 

(1) Any appeal of the Director’s decision concerning a sign permit application 

must be made within seven (7) days of receipt of notice of the denial. In the 

event that no appeal is made within the seven-day period, the decision of the 

Director shall become final.  

 

(2) The board of zoning appeals shall hold the hearing on any such appeal no 

more than thirty (30) days following receipt of the appeal; and  



 

(3) The board of zoning appeals shall render a final determination on the appeal 

not more than thirty (30) days following the date of the hearing.”  

 

Section 8.  That the preamble of this Ordinance shall be considered to be and is hereby 

incorporated by reference as if fully set out herein. 

 Section 9.  This Ordinance shall be codified in a manner consistent with the laws of the 

State of Georgia and the City of Forest Park. 

 Section 10.  The sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses and phrases of this Ordinance 

are severable, and if any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section of this Ordinance shall be 

declared illegal by the valid judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, such 

illegality shall not affect any of the remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs and 

sections of this Ordinance. 

 Section 11.  All ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby 

expressly repealed. 

 Section 12.  This Ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption. 

 

 

 

 

  

[SIGNATURES CONTAINED ON FOLLOWING PAGE]  



ORDAINED this               day of                                    , 2013. 

 CITY OF FOREST PARK, GEORGIA 

 

 

 

____________________________ 

Mayor David Lockhart 

 

Attest: 

 

 

 

____________________________ 

City Clerk 

Print Name: __________________ 

 

 

 


